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Claims 1 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claims contain subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor, at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. In claims 1 and 13 "and said retaining being adapted... intermediate branch" lacks 
clear antecedent basis in the specification as originally filed, and appears to be drawn to new 
matter. 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-5 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perry 
et al. 5,919,284 as above, and further in view of Williamson et al. 5,480,547. Perry et al. 
disclose (see col. 2 line 28 through col. 5 line 14) the structure of the apparatus substantially as 
claimed. It is submitted that the apparatus of Perry et al. appears to include the structure of the 
recited retaining member in Fig. 2. The claims differ from Perry et al. as applied above by 
reciting that the chamber includes a specific access cover and shoulder. Williamson et al. 
disclose (see col. 10 line 33 through col. 12 line 56) that it is known in the art to coalesce and 
separate liquid phases in an apparatus including a chamber comprising an access cover or closure 
means, and tube sheet or shoulder 28. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
modify the apparatus of Perry et al. by including the recited access cover and shoulder in view of 
the teachings of Williamson, to aid accessing the chamber to replace the coalescing medium. 
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Claims 6-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perry et al. in 
view of Williamson et al. as above, and further in view of Hughes 4,640,781. The claims differ 
from the references as applied above by reciting that the elongate members and coalescing 
medium comprise fibres and specific materials such as polypropylene. Hughes discloses (see col. 
1 line 65 through col. 4 line 10) that it is known in the art to coalesce and separate liquid phases 
in an apparatus including polypropylene fibers. It would have been obvious to one skilled in the 
art to modify the references as applied above by including the recited polypropylene fibres in 
view of the teachings of Williamson, to aid coalescing and separating phases in the fluid. 

Claim 9 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Perry et al. in view 
of Williamson et al. and Hughes as above, and further in view of Boogay 4,299,699. The claim 
differs from the references as applied above by reciting that the coalescing medium comprises 
polypropylene rope. Boogay disclose (see col. 3 lines 21-57) that it is known in the art to 
coalesce and separate liquid phases in an apparatus including thread filaments and rope. It would 
have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the references as applied above by 
including the recited polypropylene in view of the teachings of Boogay, to aid coalescing and 
separating phases in the fluid. 

Claims 10-12 stand withdrawn from further consideration. It is noted that the restriction 
requirement was made final in the Office action dated 7/23/03. 

Applicant argues that instant claims 1 and 13 define the position of the retaining member 
in closing off the second end of the chamber to fluid flow from the intermediate branch, and the 
support screen 63 of Perry et al. is mounted in the chamber but does not close off fluid flow from 
the intermediate branch, since fluid is permitted to flow from the intermediate branch to both 
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sides of screen 63. It is submitted that the structure of the retaining member disclosed in Fig. 2 
of Perry et al. does not appear to be limited to support screen 63, and appears to include structure 
for closing off the second end of the chamber to fluid flow as recited in the instant claims. 

Applicant alleges that the devices of both Perry et al. and Williamson et al. have the 
disadvantage that the fluid entering the coalescer necessarily passes the retaining member, which 
causes an undesirable pressure drop, which is avoided by the apparatus of the present invention. 
Applicants have not provided sufficient factual evidence to support the above allegation. 

Applicant's arguments concerning Hughes and Boogay are based on the propriety of the 
combination of Perry et al. and Williamson et al. This combination is deemed proper for reasons 
stated above. 

Claims 1 and 13 properly written to overcome the above 35 USC 1 12 rejection, to include 
claim 6 or 8, and "wherein the coalescing medium is supported by the retaining member at one 
end only and free to extend along the interior of the pipe toward the second end under the action 
of fluid flowing along the pipe toward the outlet", in view of page 6 of the instant specification. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter A. Hruskoci whose telephone number is (571) 272-1 160. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 6:30AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1 166. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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